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CITY OF
EUNICE, LOUISIANA
Courir de Mardi Gras 2003
Friday, February 28, 2003 - Tuesday, March 4, 2003

    
    

Eunice Mardi Gras draws on traditions which are centuries old. Revelers go from house to house, begging to obtain the ingredients for a gumbo. The capitaine (captain)  of the "Courir de Mardi Gras" (Mardi Gras Run)  first must obtain permission from the people at the house for the group to go onto their property. Once permission is given, the Mardi Gras riders may charge toward the house where they will sing, dance and beg for "cinqsou" (5 cents) until the owner offers them  ingredients for the gumbo. The owner will throw a live chicken into the air and the Mardi Gras group will give chase, running, falling, and fumbling over each other for the honor of being the one to catch their dinner.

            

   Friday, February 28 began the 2003 Mardi Gras celebration with a street dance performed by Danny Collet & Louisiana Tremor. A jam session was held at Ardoins on 2nd. St. where gumbo was also served.   

   On Saturday there were two shows held at the Liberty Theater for the "Rendezvous des Cajuns" Cajun Music Radio Show. The Cajun Music Hall of Fame and Museum and the Eunice Depot Museum were open all day as also were museums and shops on Second St.. Saturday night, St. Thomas More Catholic Church held their annual Mardi Gras Dance.   

   Sunday, The Old Time Boucherie was held on  South 2nd St. & Park Ave. Available to the public was food, refreshments, music & much, much  more. Bands played through the day. The Children's Mardi Gras Run was also held. Performances were held by The Magnolia Sisters,  Marc & Ann  Savoy Family Band and The Red Stick Ramblers at The Liberty Theater.   

   On Monday, live bands played through the day in downtown Eunice. A Street Dance on 2nd. St. The St. Landry Parish Council on Aging held their annual Mardi Gras Dance for persons age 60 or older. Judges chose the most traditional and prettiest costumes, best dancing couple, Mardi Gras King and Queen.  Music was provided by by Zydeco Force. At The  Jean Lafitte Culture Center in Downtown Eunice, Dr. Barry Ancelet presented a  slide show on "Varity of  Cajun Country Mardi Gras". All the shops and museums were open throughout the day.   

   On Tuesday, Mardi Gras day the Mardi Gras run participants left for the run at 8:00 a.m. They returned lead into town by truck parade down 2nd. St. at 3:00 p.m. Festivities begin downtown at 10:00 a.m. There were Music, Food, Refreshments, Arts & Crafts, Cajun & Mardi Gras souvenirs. The Jean Lafitte Culture Center in Downtown Eunice had music, traditional crafts, traditional Mardi Gras games for children provided for free. Also at 10:00 a.m. was the Children's Walking Parade from Ardoin's Store to City Hall Stage where judging took place. At 10:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies took place on the Main Stage. The Mayor cut the first slice of "One of the World's Largest King Cakes" and slices were sold for $1.00 each. Music was provided throughout the day by, Don Fontenot & les amis de la Louisianne, Paul Daigle & Cajun Gold, J.C. Carriere & Hot Step, JoJo Reed & the Happy Hill Playboys and Ending The Eunice 2003 Mardi Gras Celebration was Steve Riley & the Mamou Playboys.

        

            

We would like to thank these sponsors for helping make
the Eunice Courir de Mardi Gras possible this year

    John R. Young, Inc.
1st Federal Savings & Loan
St. Landry Bank & Trust
Dee's Cajun Gifts & Music
Front Porch Bar
Acadiana Sounds Recording Studio
Eunice Community Medical Center
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Le Vieux Mardi Gras de Cajun, Inc.  Mark's Paint & Body Shop
Merle Norman Cosmetics
John Johnson Attorney at Law
DI's Cajun Restaurant
Kendall Fontenot State Farm Insurance
Express Check Advance
AOK Transmission
Performance Signs & Graphics

  

 2 / 2


